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Statement by Commissioner

This morning Mr Forrest said he wanted to make some “remarks” regarding
statements made by the Prime Minister after he gave evidence to this Inquiry. Mr
Forrest made no application. I required that any matter he wished to address by
way of “remarks” be put in writing so that I could consider them. He immediately
produced a document containing his “remarks” which I have now seen.

The document sets out selective quotes said to have been made by the Prime
Minister. It categorises those statements as “prejudging” issues that this Inquiry
will have to determine by offering the Government’s opinion on them. This was
said to destroy the “perception of independence” which should accompany a
Commission such as this. It alluded to the fact that the Commonwealth
Government established this Inquiry, and appointed me.

Thus, indirectly, it calls in question my independence suggesting I might be
influenced by the Prime Minister’s statements.

The remarks concluded:

It has been speculated in the media that lawyers here will argue that Mr Howard is in contempt
of the Commission for his remarks. It is not our place to argue that. It is our duty, however, to
bring the remarks to your attention for your consideration as to what action ought to be taken
in this regard if any.

This last statement is nonsense. Neither Mr Long nor Mr Geary, on whose
instructions I was assured the “remarks” were made, have any such duty. Nor do
their lawyers.

Further, any speculation in the media that “lawyers will argue that Mr Howard is
in contempt of the Commission for his remarks” could have arisen only from
those who contemplated such a matter, so advising the media.

I have made clear from the outset that this Inquiry is, and will remain, divorced
from politics. I have publicly stated that I would not speak with senior members of
the Government during the course of the Inquiry, and for similar reasons declined

to correspond with Mr Rudd, the Shadow Minister for Foreign Affairs.






