Inguiry into certain Australian companies in relation to the
UN Oil-for-Food Programme

Reasons

. The application to examine Minister Downer on behalf of Mr Lindberg has been
withdrawn. There remains only the application on behalf of Mr Geary and Mr
Long.

. The application to examine on behalf of Mr Geary and Mr Long was put,
correctly, both in writing and orally, subject to the examination of Mr Downer
upon the suggested topics by Counsel Assisting. It thus may be that, after hearing

the examination by Counsel Assisting, the application may not be pressed.

. The application was not based on any conflict between the evidence of Mr

Downer on the one hand, and Mr Geary or Mr Long on the other.
. The application was based upon a desire to explore:

a. the exercise of the approval process under the Customs (Prohibited
Exports) Regulations 1958, and any Ministerial Submissions in

relation to that;

b. testing Mr Downer’s recollection regarding receipt of cables;
C. the basis for Mr Downer’s opinion regarding the importance of certain
cables;

d. knowledge of material in Secret Exhibit 4;
e. why a cable forwarded to his office was not shown to him; and

f. Mr Downer’s knowledge of Mr Long’s achievements as an adviser to

the Coalition Provisional Authority.
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